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LoCUSςA Definition
- Low Carbon Understanding for SMEs
-ƛǎ [ŀǘƛƴ ŦƻǊ άtƭŀŎŜέ

Bringing Landlords and Tenants together to reduce Carbon across 
Commercial Sites 



Commercial Property sector carbon emissions are INCREASING

Why LoCUS: Address this Circle of Inertia

Owner / 
Developer:

CǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
specify / Tenants 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ

Tenant:

Energy not a 
material cost/ 

decision to 
business

Contractors: 

.ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
specify

Funders:

No Occupier 
demand

LΩƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ 
bulbs but not 

the light 
fittings. 

Its not my 
energy bill, and 
ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

increase rental

Property is just 
a long term 

investment for 
me.

Energy efficient 
buildings are 

expensive and 
difficult to 

build.



LoCUSPartners: Mainly Local Authorities
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
The latest National Report says a step change is needed in reducing carbon

Reading has the highest Ecological Footprint in the Southeast

Reading Borough, 2007

Carbon emissions (894,000 tonnes CO2)

Domestic - fossil 

fuels

19%

Commercial - 

electricity

35%

Commercial - fossil 

fuels

15%

Transport

14%

Domestic - electricity

17%

Direct transport emissions in Reading are 

relatively low as the Borough is small. 

See òecological footprintó for total 

impact.

Commercial  activity = 50 % of 

emissions 75% from electricity Domestic use of energy 

accounts for around 1/3 of 

readings carbon footprint  

TRANSPORT
The majority of people in 
Reading choose a low carbon 
method of transport.

HOMES
Decent homes are healthy
homes .
All housing will have high
standards of insulation .
Every house will be low carbon .
Cold and damp homes are rare .

íEveryone will be 
able to afford to be 
warm and low 
carbon î

BUILDINGS 
Currently, 84 % of ReadingðsCarbon
footprint comes from energy use in
buildings .

íMost of todayðs 
buildings will 
still be standing 
in 2050î

ENERGY  
There will be a step change in
energy from local renewable
sources like wind, wood, solar and
energy from waste . Local energy
networks will be common .

íIn 2030 many 
people and 
businesses will 
buy heat instead 
of gasî

New build will be
zero carbon and
contribute to low
carbon areas ë e.g
produce more
energy than they
use.

Existing
buildings will be
insulated and
typically have solar
panels or other
renewable energy .



Match Funding ïWhat is it ?

Existing resources

New resources for 

delivery / 

development

Match 

Funding

Cash

Cash Available ïbut Match Funded

ERDF projects require 50%     
Match Funding.

aŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ άƛƴ ƪƛƴŘέ ŦǊƻƳ 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΦ 

Match is used to draw Cash 
from ERDF.

Cash pays for additional 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ 
existing delivery. 



Awareness / Interest

Using Less / 
Understanding 

More

Generating 
/ Exporting 

LoCUSΩ ¢ŀǎƪ

LoCUStalks to Landlords and SME 
tenants about the issue

LoCUSrecruits all the businesses 
on a commercial site to the 
Programme, including the 
Landlord(s)

Tenants work on their own 
Resource Efficiency with LoCUSΩ 
help

Landlords work with LoCUSto 
quantify the business case of 
improving buildings, tenancy 
agreements and / or renewables

Localised energy production can 
be modelled as potential new 
business ventures. 



Service Outputs
Hs
Berkshire
Oxfordshire
Medway - Kent
Basingstoke & Deane

4 of the 8 Growth Diamonds

Delivery Area


